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Fishermen’s perspectives
on the value of fisheries



What does fisheries 
mean to you?

What is the value of 
fisheries?

Why are fisheries 
important?

When do you feel 
appreciated as a fishermen, 

when do you not feel 
appreciated?

What does fisheries 
mean to you?



16 extensive reactions
12 fishermen
2 fisherman’s wives
1 grandson of a fisherman
1 recreational fisheries representative

Respondents

7 brief reactions
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16 extensive reactions
12 fishermen
2 fisherman’s wives
1 grandson of a fishermen
1 recreational fisheries representative

Respondents

7 brief reactions
“Can you provide your input so the

decision makers can kick you off the
water under the guise of ‘see, we 

consulted fishermen’. What a fake thing
this is.“

Anonymous
@anonymous

Deze respondent is 
kritisch geworden over 
het cosulteren van 
belanghebbenden. Toch 
waren er genoeg 
respondenten die 
uitgebreid op de vragen 
reageerden.
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Themes

Identity
This is who I am

At sea I feel at home

I am the
15th/11th/5th/4the 

generation in this
company’

Fishing is a way of 
life



Themes

Local
economyfor some villages, 

there is no economy

without fisheries

When the revenues from

fisheries are good, local
entrepreneurs benefit, the
butcher, baker, black smith

Our vessel

provides 9 families 

with an income’



Themes

Local culture

My village is inseperably
connected to fisheries. The 

harbour is the beating heart
of the island

everyone here has a 
family member that used
to be involved in fisheries, 
or that is still involved in 

fisheries



Themes

Nature

you are often one with
nature, but also humble
when nature shows it’s
whims during a storm



Themes

Food

We fish for food. But if it
stops, what’s next? Import? 
What about the food miles?

fisheries is among others, 
a calling to provide the

world with food



Themes

Hardship / 
future

I experience the pressure of 
regulations as an obstruction
to practicing my occupation

our entire family did this, 
but with the current

policies we are probably
the last generation
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To summarize: fisheries are important for the 
identity of inviduals and communities, for the 
culture and economy of local often peripheral 
communities, for a connection between society 
with nature, for food production. But the future 
is uncertain.



Listen to fishermen;
Use fishermen’s knowledge;
Acknowledge the local importance;
Make just and purposeful, effective 

policies.

Recommendations


